@ Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council
222 North 32 Street -- Suite 401 Billings, MT 59101
Phone (406) 252-2550  Fax (406) 254-6355  Web http://www.mtwytic.com

18 April 2006

U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C. Street NW
Washington, DC

To Whom It May Concern:

Please find enclosed Resolutions and Comments from the Montana Wyoming Tribal
Leaders Council.

Jay St. Goddard, Vice Chairman from the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council and
Chairman of the Board of Directors for the MT WY Tribal Leaders Council and the
Secretary Kermit Horn, from the Ft. Belknap Indian Community Council have certified
with their signature the enclosed documents.

If you need clarification on any of the issues, please contact Mr. St. Goddard at 406-
338-7179 or, the Executive Director here at the office of the MT WY Tribal Leaders
Council: Gordon Belcourt at 406-252-2550.

Thank you for your attention.

RABER—
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Resolutign 03-10-06-2006 -06

A RESOLUTION TO MAINTAIN THE RIGHTS OF TRIBES WITH STRONG OPPOSITION TO
CHANGES IN LAW THAT WOULD IMPOSE LIMITATIONS ON TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY WITHIN
SECTION ON RIGHT OF WAYS.

WHEREAS, the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council (MT-WY TLC) has been created for the
express purpose of providing the Indian Tribes of Montana and Wyoming with a Unified Voice and a
Collective Organization to address Issues of Concern to the Tribes and Indian people on all levels: and

WHEREAS, the Montana and Wyoming Tribes realize the importance of being involved in issues at
all levels of government, from the national to the local level; and participating in and having a voice in
forming national, regional and local policy on all issues that may affect the Tribes and reservations; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the MT WY Tribal Leaders Council consists of duly elected
Tribal Chairs, Presidents and Council Members who are fully authorized to represent their respective
Tribes, and

WHEREAS, each Tribal government is mandated by its respective Tribal Constitution and Bylaws
to actively protect, maintain and promote Tribal Sovereignty, and

WHEREAS, the current provisions in the proposed regulations may seriously impede or adversely
affect the Tribes' sovereignty, and

WHEREAS, implementation of the proposed regulations would prevent Tribes from fully exercising
their sovereign rights as accorded under the Constitution of the United States, Treaties, Executive Orders,
statutes including P.L. 93-638, and other existing law, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the MT-WY Tribal Leaders Council hereby declares
its strong opposition to changes in law or regulation that would impose limitations on Tribal sovereignty,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the MT- WY Tribal Leaders Council hereby states opposition to
the implementation of the section of the proposed regulations (CFR) within the section on right of ways.

CERTIFICATION
We, the undersigned, as the Chair and the Secretary of the Tribal Leaders Council, do hereby
certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly presented and approved, at the Special Board Meeting of
the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council, which was held on 9-10 March 2006 in Billings, MT.
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¥ St Goddard “Kermit Horn
hair; MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council Secretary, MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council
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Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council
222 North 32 Street — Suite 401 Billings, MT 59101
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Comments of the Montana Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council
and the Crow Tribe of Indians
On Probate Related Trust Regulations

March 31, 2006

Michele Singer

Counsel to the Associate Deputy Secretary of Interior
1849 C. Street, NW

Mail Stop 4141

Washington, D.C. 20240

The Montana Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council and the Crow Tribe (hereinafter referred
to as “TLC”) have reviewed the proposed CFR Regulations related to Probate, Life Estates and
Fees. The Tribal leaders recognize that the Probate regulations must be adopted to insure
implementation of the American Indian Probate Reform Act (AIPRA) by the statutory
certification date of June 20, 2006. Further, TLC recognizes that the Probate related regulations
have been developed to further the goals of the American Indian Probate Reform Act to
streamline the trust estate probate process, address the serious backlog of probate cases and
prevent further fractionation of Indian trust lands. However, the TLC is most concerned about
the Department of Interior’s failure to provide comprehensive information to Tribes and
individual Indians regarding the upcoming changes in Indian Probate law. Further, TLC is
concerned about the lack of available technical assistance for Tribes to develop approvable
probate codes. Finally, TLC is frustrated with the Department’s sudden unwillingness to draft or
hold wills of individual trust landowners.

AIPRA has provisions that create major incentives for individual allottees and heirs of
allottees to draft wills in order to avoid the passage of trust lands in accordance with the Act’s
new intestacy rules. However, at a time when wills become of critical importance to individual
landowners, DOI has determined that the BIA cannot assist with this process. TLC has adopted
a Resolution requesting that the BIA reconsider this policy decision and assist Tribes with will
drafting and to, at least, hold wills.

While TLC noted some inconsistencies in Title 43 and Part 15 of Title 25, the following
comments express concern about substantive provisions of the draft regulations:



Comments on TITLE 43 — PUBLIC LANDS: INTERIOR

Part 4 - DEPARTMENT HEARINGS AND APPEALS PROCEDURES

L.

Title 43 should include a brief explanation of OHA’s jurisdictional authority to
probate Indian trust estates and a brief overview of the statutory authority governing

L]

Indian trust probates. st

The definition of an Indian includes a person “who is an owner of a trust or restricted
interest in land.” This definition infringes upon an Indian Tribe’s sovereign authority
to determine membership in an Indian Tribe. Allowing a person who owns trust land
but otherwise does not meet enrollment criteria of an Indian Tribe may create a class
of Indians that are not affiliated with a particular Tribe. TLC recommends that the
definition of an Indian not include a person “who is an owner of a trust or restricted
interest in land.”

What will OHA. do if it receives an incomplete probate file? This section allows
several options to OHA if an incomplete file is received probate file is received from
the BIA including (a) request the missing information from BIA; (b) Dismiss the case
and return the probate file to BIA for further processing; (c) Issues a subpoena or
request for production as appropriate to obtain the missing information; or (d)
Proceed with a hearing in the case. The TLC disagrees with the options (a) and (b) as
they will likely allow significant delay in processing the probate case. If information
is missing from the probate file, the probate judge should utilize a subpoena or
witness testimony to complete the file and proceed with completing the case.

Purchase at Probate. Section 4.272 states that any interest in trust or restricted
property, including a life estate that is part of the estate may be purchased at probate.
It does not appear that the consent of the remaindermen to a life estate is required.
Thus, the purchaser of a life estate, in accordance with the “without regard to waste”
doctrine that allows for expanded uses of the life estate, may utilize the life estate in a
manner that may damage or deplete the life estate for the remaindermen. TLC
recommends that consent of the remaindermen, at least from those remaindermen
who will be take more than a 5% interest, should be considered for purchases of life
estates at probate.

Purchase at Probate. Section 4.274 states “if the interest an heir will receive in a tract
represents less that 5 percent of the total interest in the tract, the heir’s consent is not
required to allow a purchase of his or her interest at probate, unless the heir was
residing on that tract at the time of the decedent’s death.” This provision seems to
interpret the language of AIPRA to focus on the interest that an heir will receive
rather than on the interest of the decedent. If the interpretation focuses on the interest
that the heir will receive, more interests will be subject to purchase at probate. This
provision would allow purchase at probate of every interest in a tract of land with 20
or more owners in equal, undivided interests without consent of the owner. For most
reservations in the Rocky Mountain Region, trust lands are owned by an average of at
least 48 owners. Thus, a significant portion of trust lands will fall within the less than
5% category and be subject to purchase at probate without the owner’s consent. If the
tract of land is of significant acreage, 5% of the tract may actually be a rather large
number of acres. TLC is concerned that the purchase at probate of interests of less
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than 5% without consent deprives individual Indians of what may actually be
significant and/or valuable acreage.

6. Questions exist as to the notice to Tribes and other eligible purchasers of interests
available for purchase at probate. Notice requirements in the proposed regulations
are not clear and should be revised to require actual notice {6 eligible purchasers.

7. Section 4.281 allows an “interested party” to disagree with the appraised market
value of an interest subject to purchase at probate and provides a process to file an
objection. However the judge’s determination of market value “is final and may be
reviewed only for abuse of discretion.” Often trust landowners and Tribes disagree
with the appraisal values of trust lands. TLC disagrees with eliminating appeal
opportunities for the judge’s determination of market value of trust lands subject to
purchase at probate.

Comments on Part 15 - PROBATE OF INDIAN ESTATES., EXCEPT FOR
MEMBERS OF THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES

1. TLC restates the above concern with the definition of an Indian and also notes the
conflict of the definition with the definition in AIPRA which does not state
“federally” recognized Indian Tribe.

2. Section 15.3 allows only an Indian over the age of 18 do make a will. TLC
believes this provision should be inclusive of persons under age 18 who have
legally married or who have heirs. Although the regulations are based upon
federal statutes that allow only Indians over the age of 18 to make wills, the
regulations could address persons who are legally emancipated.

3. Section 15.14 allows the BIA to assume custody or control of all tangible land of
a deceased Indian including sale of the land, charging all expenses of caring for
livestock against the estate. TLC disagrees with the broad discretion granted BIA
to dispose of the estate while the probate is pending. Instead TLC proposes that
BIA’s priority should be to preserve the estate at least for a specified period of
time.

4. Section 15.106 should have language that allows the judge to take testimony or
issue subpoenas to address missing documents rather than delay the probate
process to search for missing documents.

5. Section 15.108 should have a deadline after notice of death for the BIA to
complete the probate file. Presently, the BIA has no time limit to finalize the file
and forward it to the Office of Hearings and Appeals.

6. Language should be included in this part that allows the BIA to hold wills of
individual Indians. The BIA is mandated to prepare the probate file including
finding and including the last will. If the BIA has authority to hold a will, this
mandate will be much easier to fulfill.



Comments on Part 179 — LIFE ESTATES AND FUTURE INTERESTS

1.

First and foremost, DOT must make an immediate and comprehensive effort at
educating individual Indians about the 100% spousal life estate share for intestacy
succession. Most Indians accustomed to State law in testate succession rules will
be devastated by the surprise of the 100% spousal life-estate rule. Further, DOI
needs to inform individual Indians that the new rules of intestacy can be avoided
by drafting a valid will.

The *without regard to waste™ provision entitles the life estate holder to all
income, including bonuses and royalties for such land to the exclusion of the
remaindermen. TLC objects to the expanded rights of the life estate holder that
may diminish the property for the remaindermen. First, the definition of “without
regard to waste” should be reconsidered and clarified to insure some protection of
the estate for the remaindermen. TLC proposes that the language 179.4 be
modified to allow the remainderman to share in the income from mineral
development, timber harvests and other natural resource harvest.

Section 179.4 further allows a life estate holder to sell or mortgage the life estate
without consent of the remaindermen. TLC is concerned that a mortgage of the
life estate may result in the loss of the estate and deny the remainderman of the
property. TLC suggest that this provision be modified to require the consent of
the remaindermen prior to a sell or mortgage of a life estate.

Section 179.5 includes an actuary table to determine the value of life estate. TLC
recommends deleting the actuary table and instead refer to a widely used, but
often amended, actuary table.

Comments on New Section for Tribal Probate Codes

1.

Section 18.3 states that a Tribal Probate Code must promote the policies of the
Indian Land Consolidation Act Amendments of 2000. However, no specific
guidance is provided regarding what type of intestacy provisions will be
approved. Thus, a question arises about a Tribal Probate Code has rules of in
testate succession that will allow heirs to equally share in the decedent’s estate.

Section 18.6 state that if the Regional Director does not take action on the probate
code within 180 days, the tribal probate code will be deemed to have been
approved “but only to the extent that it is consistent with federal law and
promotes the policies of the ILCA Amendments of 2000”. However, without
specific guidance on the ILCA Amendments, questions will arise about a probate
code that is approved through the inaction of the Regional Director.

Section 18.8 states that a tribal probate code will not become effective sooner than
180 days after the date of approval. Thus, a Tribe may submit a probate code,
wait 180 days for the approval, then upon approval wait another 180 days before
the probate code becomes effective. TLC recommends that the language be
revised to state that the probate code shall be effective immediately upon
approval.



New Provision for FEES

The TLC opposes the authority granted to DOI to collect fees in the new proposed
section. Although TLC understands that statutory authority to collects fees has existed for some
time, TLC believes that services provided by DOI to manage and mairitain IIM accounts for
individuals and tribes is consistent with DOI’s special trust relationship with tribes. Thus, a fee
for this service diminishes this special trust relationship.

Further, the fees collected are not deposited into accounts that would be used to provide
additional or improve current services to beneficiaries.

Finally, development of a fee schedule, collecting the fees and managing the fees would
constitute additional administrative burdens.
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Resolution 04-18-2006 —A_
A RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO RIGHT OF WAY REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council (MT-WY TLC) has been
created for the express purpose of providing the Indian Tribes of Montana and Wyoming
with a Unified Voice and Collective Organization to address Issues of Concern to the
Tribes and Indian people on a state and national level; and

WHEREAS, the Montana and Wyoming Tribes realize the importance of being involved
in issues at all levels of government, from the national to the local level: and
participating in and having a voice in forming national, regional and local policy on all
issues that may affect the reservations; and

WHEREAS, over five hundred (500) oil and gas leases have been issued by or on
behalf of the Montana Wyoming Tribal Nations and over two hundred (200) leases are
active on which are located in excess of one thousand five hundred (1,500) producing
oil and gas wells; and

WHEREAS, various right-of-way and pipeline agreements have been issued by or on
behalf of the Montana Wyoming Tribal Nations; and

WHEREAS, Section 1813 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 requires the Departments of
Energy and Interior to prepare a study on the compensation practices and policy
implication associated with the issuance of tribal consent for energy-related rights-of-
way crossing tribal lands (“Right-of-Way”) and

WHEREAS, the Right-of-Way Study is a matter of great importance to the Montana
Wyoming Tribal Nations and may have significant implications regarding future
legislation and tribal sovereignty; and

WHEREAS, under longstanding law, the consent of the governing body of a tribe must
be obtained as a condition for the grant or renewal of a right-of-way across tribal lands;
and

WHEREAS, the tribal consent requirement is critical aspect of tribal sovereignty that
allows tribal governments to negotiate acceptable terms, including those related to
duration and compensation, for the use of tribal lands; and

WHEREAS the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council has reviewed the attached
statement of principles and has determined that these principles should be incorporated
in the Right-of-Way study and maintained as a matter of federal law and policy.



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the MT-WY TLC that the Montana
Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council does hereby express full support for the attached
principles regarding Right of Way regulations, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Montana Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council
directs that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Departments of Energy and
Interior for inclusion in the record related to the Right-of-Way Study.

CERTIFICATION

We, the undersigned, as the Chair and the Secretary of the Tribal Leaders
Council, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly presented and
approved at a Special Board Meeting of the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council,
which was held on 18 April 2006 in Billings, MT.

A/M/ Y

/ ayS{Goddard ‘ Kermit Horn

Chair, MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council Secretary, MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council



April 11, 2006

INDIAN TRIBES ~ PARTNERS IN AMERICA’S ENERGY FUTURE
SECTION 1813 RIGHT-OF-WAY STUDY — TRIBAL PRINCIPLES

L. Tribal Sovereignty and Consent. The power of tribes to prevent thiid parties from using
tribal lands without tribal consent is a critical element of tribal sovereignty that has been
established in Federal law and policy for over 200 years. The tribal consent requirement to
the use of tribal lands should be honored and preserved.

2. Conditions to Consent. The tribal consent requirement includes the power of tribes to place
conditions on the use of tribal lands, including conditions related to tribal jurisdiction,
preservation of environmental and cultural resources, duration of use, and compensation.

3. No Negative Effects. Adherence to the tribal consent requirement has resulted in greater
energy production in Indian country and lower energy costs to consumers. The tribal consent
requirement for rights-of-way has not had a noticeable negative effect on the availability or
cost of energy to consumers.

4. Preservation of Tribal Jurisdiction. No right-of-way agreement or other business
arrangement that permits third-party use of tribal land should reduce the sovereign power of a
tribe over its lands or the activities conducted on its lands in the absence of the specific
consent of the tribe.

5. Restricted Duration of Rights-of-Way. Federal law and policy should not be changed to
require perpetual rights-of-way or automatic renewals of rights-of-way because such changes
would deprive tribes of management and control of their lands.

6. Negotiated Compensation. Tribes should continue to have the right to negotiate
compensation for the use of tribal land that gives tribes a fair share of the economic benefits
produced by use of their lands. Such revenues sustain tribal governments and cultures.

7. National Security. Indian nations are an integral component of energy security of the United
States, not a threat to that security. History demonstrates that tribes have permitted critical
energy facilities to be used pending compensation negotiations even in cases where tribal
rights-of-way have expired.

3. Industry Partnerships ~ Best Practices. Federal law and policy should provide positive
incentives to tribes and industry to foster partnerships and the mutual alignment of economic
interests related to energy development, transmission and distribution.

9. Appropriate Deference. As reflected in the Indian Tribal Energy Development and Self
Determination Act of 2005, deference to tribal decision-making should remain a fundamental
component of Federal Indian energy policy.

10. Allottee Experience. The creation of a Federal administrative valuation process for fixing
tribal right-of-way compensation would be an affront to ribal sovereignty and, as shown by
the disastrous Federal management of Indian allottee resources, would be a mistake.
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Resolutiop 03-10-06-2006 -07

A RESOLUTION TO DIRECT THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS TO STAY INVOLVED WITH THE
DRAFTING, DOCUMENTATION AND STORAGE OF WILLS

WHEREAS, the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council (MT-WY TLC) has been created for the
express purpose of providing the Indian Tribes of Montana and Wyoming with a Unified Voice and a
Collective Organization to address Issues of Concern to the Tribes and Indian people on all levels; and

WHEREAS, the Montana and Wyoming Tribes realize the importance of being involved in issues at
all levels of government, from the national to the local level; and participating in and having a voice in
forming national, regional and local policy on all issues that may affect the Tribes and reservations; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the MT WY Tribal Leaders Council consists of duly elected
Tribal Chairs, Presidents and Council Members who are fully authorized to represent their respective
Tribes, and

WHEREAS, each Tribal government is mandated by its respective Tribal Constitution and Bylaws
to actively protect, maintain and promote Tribal Sovereignty, and

WHEREAS, the development and storage of wills for Indians and IIM account holders is of serious
importance to the Tribes and Tribal members,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the MT-WY Tribal Leaders Council hereby directs the
Bureau Of Indian Affairs to stay involved with the drafting, documentation and storage of wills, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the MT- WY Tribal Leaders Council hereby states opposition to
the implementation of any section of the proposed regulations (CFR) that would prohibit this activity.

CERTIFICATION
We, the undersigned, as the Chair and the Secretary of the Tribal Leaders Council, do hereby
certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly presented and approved, at the Special Board Meeting of
the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council, which was held on 9-10 March 2006 in Billings, MT.

/Zy//%%/ > &z

oddard - ‘Kermit Horn'
/Chalr MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council Secretary, MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council
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Resolutiql] 03-10-06-2006 —08

A RESOLUTION TO URGE CONGRESS TO DELAY THE IMPLENiENTATION OF THE AMERICAN
INDIAN PROBATE REFORM ACT (AIPRA) DUE TO THE LACK OF TRAINING OF ALL PARTIES
INVOLVED, INCLUDING INTERIOR STAFF AT THE AGENCY LEVEL

WHEREAS, the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council (MT-WY TLC) has been created for the
express purpose of providing the Indian Tribes of Montana and Wyoming with a Unified Voice and a
Collective Organization to address Issues of Concern to the Tribes and Indian people on all levels; and

WHEREAS, the Montana and Wyoming Tribes realize the importance of being involved in issues at
all levels of government, from the national to the local level; and participating in and having a voice in
forming national, regional and local policy on all issues that may affect the Tribes and reservations; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the MT WY Tribal Leaders Council consists of duly elected
Tribal Chairs, Presidents and Council Members who are fully authorized to represent their respective
Tribes, and

WHEREAS, each Tribal government is striving to ensure protection and safeguarding of all
resources held in Trust by Tribes and Tribal Members, and

WHEREAS, the American Indian Probate Reform Act is due to be implemented by the 18t of June
2006, and

WHEREAS, more time is needed for all affected parties to be made aware of the provisions of this
Act, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the MT-WY Tribal Leaders Council hereby urges
Congress to delay the implementation of the American Indian Probate Reform Act (AIPRA) due to the lack
of training of all parties involved, including interior staff at the agency level.

CERTIFICATION
We, the undersigned, as the Chair and the Secretary of the Tribal Leaders Council, do hereby
certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly presented and approved, at the Special Board Meeting of
the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council, which was held on 9-10 March 2006 in Billings, MT.

CZ,,%/Z//// Y AN

Jay' St. Boddard " Kermit Horn
haiMT/WY Tribal Leaders Council Secretary, MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council
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Resoiution 03-10-06-2006 09

A RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE THE CHARGING OF TRANSACTIbN AND MAINTENANCE FEES TO
IIM ACCOUNT HOLDERS AND FOR FUNDS TO REVERT TO TRIBES FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS
OF “UNKNOWN WHEREABOUTS” AFTER SEVEN YEARS

WHEREAS, the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council (MT-WY TLC) has been created for the
express purpose of providing the Indian Tribes of Montana and Wyoming with a Unified Voice and a
Collective Organization to address Issues of Concern to the Tribes and Indian people on all levels; and

WHEREAS, the Montana and Wyoming Tribes realize the importance of being involved in issues at
all levels of government, from the national to the local level; and participating in and having a voice in
forming national, regional and local policy on all issues that may affect the Tribes and reservations; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the MT WY Tribal Leaders Council consists of duly elected
Tribal Chairs, Presidents and Council Members who are fully authorized to represent their respective
Tribes, and

WHEREAS, each Tribal government is striving to ensure protection and safeguarding of all
resources held in Trust by Tribes and Tribal Members, and

WHEREAS, the charging of fees, including transaction fees, or maintenance fees to Individual
Indian Money Account Holders inconsistent with the federal government honoring its Trust obligations to
Tribes and Tribal Members, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the MT-WY Tribal Leaders Council hereby states
strong opposition to the charging of fees associated with the [IM accounts, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that for those individuals of “unknown whereabouts” after seven
years, funds should revert to Tribes.

CERTIFICATION
We, the undersigned, as the Chair and the Secretary of the Tribal Leaders Council, do hereby
certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly presented and approved, at the Special Board Meeting of
the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council, which was held on 9-10 March 2006 in Billings, MT.

,Z///y// A

oddérd _ <" Kermit Horn
ha|r MTNVY Tribal Leaders Council Secretary, MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council
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Resolutiop 03-10-06-2006 =10

A RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE THE DRAFT LEASING AND GRAZ‘ING REGULATIONS AND
RECOMMENDING TRIBES DEVELOP THEIR OWN REGULATIONS ON LEASING AND GRAZING

WHEREAS, the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council (MT-WY TLC) has been created for the
express purpose of providing the Indian Tribes of Montana and Wyoming with a Unified Voice and a
Collective Organization to address Issues of Concern to the Tribes and Indian people on all levels; and

WHEREAS, the Montana and Wyoming Tribes realize the importance of being involved in issues at
all levels of government, from the national to the local level; and participating in and having a voice in
forming national, regional and local policy on all issues that may affect the Tribes and reservations; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the MT WY Tribal Leaders Council consists of duly elected
Tribal Chairs, Presidents and Council Members who are fully authorized to represent their respective
Tribes, and

WHEREAS, each Tribal government is striving to ensure protection and safeguarding of all
resources held in Trust-by Tribes and Tribal Members, and

WHEREAS, the charging of fees, including transaction fees, or maintenance fees to Individual
Indian Money Account Holders inconsistent with the federal government honoring its Trust obligations to
Tribes and Tribal Members, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the MT-WY Tribal Leaders Council hereby states its
opposition to the draft leasing and grazing regulations, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council is
recommending that Tribes develop their own regulations on leasing and grazing.

CERTIFICATION
We, the undersigned, as the Chair and the Secretary of the Tribal Leaders Council, do hereby
certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly presented and approved, at the Special Board Meeting of
the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council, which was held on 9-10 March 2008 in Billings, MT.

,@///JZ/ &

oddard Kermit Horn
¢ Chalr MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council Secretary, MT/WY Tribal Leaders Council




